Pharmaceutical “Patent Thickets”

Are biopharmaceutical companies getting too many patents? No.

The top 300 organizations receiving the most US patents (2024) FACT: The 7 biopharma companies
NSRRI ceciel | collectively received about one-third
Prileinl.s granitze] 1 2024 as many patents as the leading
Technology R 7 Biopharmaceutical com panYI Sa msung-z
Consumer Cyclical Among the tOp 300 Samsung
" oot patent recipients, the 9304
Healthcare (excl. Biopharma) majority arein the
Communication Services high—tech sector.
University FACT:
CUEB AN Samsung was the number 1 R&D intensity: Biopharmaceutical
Financial Services patent recipichit ° companies spent, on average, ten times
Basic Materials °® more on R&D per patent received than

2,3
N n the top patentees from other sectors.

7
Research Institutes onlv 7 biobh ical FACT: Of the 39% of drugs that still have a patent, 58% have
Energy nly7 'op armaceuh(c)a four or less patents. This is far fewer patents than on
companies (less than 3,/°) products in other sectors. ¢
Government |2 made the top 300 list.
TaylorMade® golf club* Fitbit® products® Drugs with patents
200+ 528
&8 Q

80
FACT: @ @

1.35U.5.C. § 102 and 35 U.S.C. § 103, https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/mpep-9015-appx-l.html#al_d1fbe1_234ed_52; USPTO Resources,
MPEP. “MPEP.” United States Patent and Trademark Office, www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/s2141.html.

2. Intellectual Property Owners Association. (2025). 2024 Top 300 Patent Owners List. Retrieved from https://ipo.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2025/01/2024-Top-300-Patent-Owners-List.pdf Accessed 28 July2025.

3. Sitzman, Michael, and Hans Sauer. Comments from Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) in Response to the USPTO Request for Comments on
USPTO Initiatives to Ensure the Robustness and Reliability of Patent Rights, 1 February 2023, https://www.regulations.gov/comment/P-
TO-P-2022-0025-0111. Accessed 7 November 2024.

4. TaylorMade, https://www.taylormadegolf.com/about-us/pat.html?lang=en_US. Accessed 7 November 2024.
5. Google- Fitbit products, https://support.google.com/product-documentation/answer/15146514?hl=en. Accessed 7 November 2024.
6. Darrow & Mai (2021).




